
 Wildland Fire Policy 



1910-1940 

Fire Control 

10 AM Policy 



Increasing Suppression Capability 



 
 
 

1940’s 



 
 
 

1950’s 



Increasing Suppression Capability 



 

 

1960’s – 1970’s 

Voice of Science 



 

 

1980’s 

Testing Science 



 
 
 

Meanwhile… 



 

 

1989 

Policy Review 



1994 



 

1995 

Unified Federal Fire Policy 
 Safety 
 Reinforced Role of Fire 
 Role of non-federal agencies 
 Wildland Urban Interface 
 Renamed PNF Wildland Fire Use and 

promoted it’s application 
 

 



 

2000 

 

 



 

2001  

Policy Review & Update 

 1995 Federal Policy sound 
but needs more specifics 

 

 Key Themes in the 2001 
Review & Update 

 Consistency 
 Coordination 
 Integration 
 

 



 



2008 

 

Wildland fires are categorized into two distinct types:  

 

 a. Wildfires – Unplanned ignitions or prescribed fires 

that are declared wildfires  

 

 b. Prescribed Fires - Planned ignitions.  

 



Operational Clarification  

 

A wildland fire may be concurrently 
managed for one or more objectives 
and objectives can change as the fire 
spreads across the landscape.  



Where are we now?... 


