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The garden goes IN the bales,  

not AROUND them 

What? 





Why? 

Poor soil 

Bermuda grass infestation 

Higher beds 

Creaky bones and squeaky joints! 



Where? 
Accessible 

East-west axis 

Visual 

Integrated into yard 

Rainwater use 



Who? 

Who will be doing the gardening?  

Any special considerations?  



Make sure to get the right materials 

Bales of straw 

Edging 

 (corrugated metal or other similar material)  

Posts 

Misc.  

 
 



Bales ς the most important part 

hay is 
green  

Do not get 
Bermuda 

grass hay!!! 

OH NO!!! Bermuda grass hay!!!  



Straw Bales 
 (about $7.50/bale, weight about 80#) 
 

Oat 

Wheat 

NOT BARLEY 



Hay Bales 

Alfalfa (about $25/bale) 

 Is it worth it for the nitrogen ?  

 

Nope!  

 



Building the straw bale garden 



Choose a site with 6 hours of sun 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Place on East- West axis if possible 
(not as hot on east and west ends) 

GARDEN 



Size the garden 
·Ȱ4ÈÒÅÅ ÓÔÒÉÎÇȱ ÓÔÒÁ× ÂÁÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÐÐÒÏØÉÍÁÔÅÌÙ ή ÆÅÅÔ 
ÌÏÎÇȟ ά ÆÅÅÔ ÈÉÇÈ ÁÎÄ Ϋβȱ ×ÉÄÅ 

·The gardener wants the garden 12 feet long, 4 feet wide 
ÁÎÄ έβȱ ÔÁÌÌ К ήβ ÓÑÆÔ 

·Therefore the garden will be made of 2 layers of 6 
bales.  

 

 



Ideally, the cut part of the bale is 
facing up (this one is not) 



Measure and mark the area 


