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Winning and Losing at 4 -H Fairs

It seems far too often we place too much emphasis on winning and
losing at 4-H shows. Unfortunately, many time adults consider 4-H
projects a failure if their son or daughter does not win that purple
ribbon. If our only goal at a fair is to win, maybe we need to make
some adjustments in our goals and in understanding the benefits
our youth are gaining from fairs.

Ideally, 4-H projects should be a family affair. If youngsters and
parents together spend the right percentages of time and energy,
these projects can help our young people learn the basic life skills
and eventually help them develop into better citizens. If the per-
centage gets out of hand, we see a group of spoiled kids whose
SDUHQWY DUH VRUH LI WKH\ GRQTW ZLQ H
DQG WU\LQJ DQ\ 3WULFN" SRVVLEOH WR ZLQ

Very few 4-H projects are economically sound. However, neither
are having children, paying for band lessons, taking them to sum-
mer recreations programs, buying them bicycles and paying for
RWKHU \RXWK DFWLYLWLHYV , I D SDUHQW
money, investing in a savings account is less risky than investing in
a4-+ SURMHFW +RZHYHU LI D SDUHQWTV J
and to help their son or daughter develop as a person, learn re-
sponsibility, set goals and gain some knowledge about their 4-H
project, then 4-H projects are a low cost investment.

Most likely we will have 4-H fairs as long as there are youngsters
ZKR KDYH SDUHQWY DQG JUDQGSDUHQWYV
fairs in proper perspective. They are not beef shows, cooking
shows or horse shows, but they are KID SHOWS! The project is
simply the ticket for the youngster to take part.
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