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Special thanks to dll the volunteers,
spedRers, sponsers who made this years
conference such a great event,

Activities
1st Meeting |

Yavapai County Master Gardeners Association, November
14, 6:30pm, County Board of Supervisors Boardroom
10 S. 6th St, 1st Level

The speaker for this first meetingwill be Lucy Bradley
from Maricopa County Cooperative Extension. lucyis in-
volved with the Youth Gardening Program, Jr. Master Gar-
deners,and School Garden Program. Afterthe speaker we
will have a business meetingto lookat by—laws, discuss elec-
tion of officers and look at what direction we are going to
go with the association.

Ifyouy would like to carpool from the Prescott area
please contact Jonella at 771-9471 or Funice at 771-9559t0
make arrangements.

Yavapai Rose Society - Will meet November 19,
200 PM at the First Caristian Chaurch, 1230 Willow
Creek Road, Prescott, Guests dre welcome and there
is no charge. For more information cdll Bob or
Naney at 771-9300, or Dave at 778-5507.
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Master Gardening Conference

Not much gardening information in this
month’s issue, because I wanted to talk about the
new Association and the Master Gardener Con-
ference. Besides, the gardening season is wind-
ing down—right? My garden advice for this
month is not to bother raking up your leaves; let
them decom-
pose in place.
The natural re-
cycling of nutri-
ents has been
around a lot
longer than
rakes.

The Master
Gardener High-
lands Garden
Conference was
held at Chapel
Rock Confer-
ence Center in
Prescott and was a real success. The committee
did a tremendous job of putting it together and
kept things running smoothly. The setting was
beautiful, once again, and the facilities, while re-
minding most people of their summer camp ex-
periences, were clean and modern, with a hint of
history thrown in. The building I stayed in was a
1920’s Craftsman style bungalow with a glassed-
in porch that was wonderful.

The programs were all well attended. The
conference registered the maximum number of
people the center could hold. Programs included
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topics ranging from forest health, greenhouse, drip
irrigation, propagation, roses, graywater, garden
equipment maintenance and lots more.

The conference started out with a bang with
t he keynote speaker’s address on forest health.
Normally, this isn’t thought of as a funny subject
but George Duda of the New Mexico Department
of Forestry had everyone laughing but left every-
one with a new perspective on caring for forests.
In spite of what you think, it's not a bad thing to
cut trees. For those attendees that live in rural
wooded settings this program was a real eye-
opener.

Ever thought throwing water down the sewer
after washing your clothes was a waste. With a
change in the Arizona Department of Environmen-
tal Quality rules, itis now legal to recycle this water
under some circumstances. The great thing is that
the information available about doing this is writ-
ten in simple, easy-to-understand language.

Jan Groth tried to get though how easy it is to
install a drip system but ran out of time. (The big-
gest problem with conferences is there is never
enough time for the programs & questions) In spite
of that, I think everyone came away with her main
point that anyone can put in a drip system.

On top of all the great programs, there were
door prizes galore.

Everyone (that stuck around) got a door prize.
There were also poinsettia plants from Willow
Creek Nursery and verbena plants for everyone!

Greatjob and thanks to the planning commit-
tee, sponsers, volunteers and Cooperative Exten-
sion staff who put this on.

Next year it’s fall colors in Flagstaff for our
3rd conference. October at the Snowbowl. Hard
to imagine a better setting for a fall conference.

Flame Aniscantfus
Aniscantfus quadrifidus var. Wrightii
time to plant

this fall and it

seems a good time to introduce the flame.

The flame of course is the flowers, bright reddish
orange tubular flowers that cover the plant from June to
November depending on the zone. These small 1 1/2
inch flowers are favorites of hummingbirds.

When you buy a young plant they can look kind of
disreputable. Have faith that it will grow into a 3 by 4
foot shrub, that is covered with flowers through the grow-
ing season. The leaves are a bright green 1 1/2 to 2
inches long that narrow to a point at the end.

Aniscanthus is a Texas/Mexico native but adapts
very well to our climate and is very cold hardy, down to
5°F While it was originally found along rocky stream
banks and floodplains it is very drought tolerant once it
has been established. [ts most at home in full sun, but can
tolerant partial shade, but the bloom will be reduced. A
little extra water during the summer will encourage bloom-
ing. All the ones | have planted have bloomed the sum-
mer | put them in. Good drainage is important but it can
grow in a variety of soils including clay, sand even cali-
che soils.

Maintenance is fairly simple, just prune severely
back (6-12 inches above the ground) during the late win-
ter to encourage growth and heavy flowering. Since the
plant is deciduous and unattractive in the winter, this
should actually improve the look of your winter land-
scape. When spring comes it will grow back rapidly.
The plant can also be lightly pruned in the summer if it
seems to be getting straggly. When it comes to watering
err on the side of less is more. Mine have been doing
well on water just once a week right after planting.

In the landscape place it in the back in flower
beds, it does get big or use it in a naturalistic desert land-
scape on its own. Butterflies and hummingbirds will re-
ward you with many visitations.

Flame
aniscanthus is
rapidly becom-
ing one of my
favorite plants.
And since
there is still
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Master Gardener's Association

Intwoveekswewl | behddngthefirst neeting
of the newYavapai Gunty Mister Gardener Associ a-
tion. Véhopethat everyonewl | attend. (See back
cover for directions) The organi zationis goingtobe
run by us—the Mister Grdeners. Wilewearefirny
associ at ed w t h Gooper at i ve Ext ensi on and Jef f
Shdauwl |l beour advisor, it isowr responsibilityto
naketh sorgani zationflorish Inthisissuel’ vein
cl uded a copy of our by-1aws whi ch was put t oget her
by a group of volunteers alongwth
Jeff. Specia thanks to Luci a Mr phy
for bengthedrivingforcebehindthi s
and al soprovi ding nest of theinfor-
nationwe usedtowitethe by-lans.
The ot her nenfoers of the coomttee
junped intothetask and spent tine
travel i ng back and forth bet ween
Prescott and Gott onwood and hour s
of neetings. EniceRcklefsactedas
ou uafficia secretary and kept track
of theneetingsandnade a | there-
vi si ons ont he byl ans so ever yone vas
kept uptodate.

Inthe by-laws youw!| seethat
the organi zati on needs vol unteers. Gficersneedto
be el ected and conmittees set up. Menters of the
organi zingcoomttee wl | serveastenporary officers
until el ections but wewoul dliketoget nore peopl e
invdved If youvad dliketoserveasandficer, desse
speekup It redlyverit beadfficdt task

Gommittees need t o be forned and vol unt eer s
areneeded for by-1aws, programieducation, nenter-
ship, nomnati ng and soci al conmt t ees.

Bev Enerson has of fered t o chai r t he nenfer -
shipand recogni ti oncoomttee. Sewl| berespon
siblefor keepingtrack of vol unteer hours and wor k-
i ng on recogni tionfor those peopl e who vol unt eer
esch year .

The by-| aws cormit t ee woul d be convened
when changes need t o nade, whi ch hopef ul | y won' t
happen of t en.

The programeducat i on coonmttee w || be the
busiest. Qed their jobswll betoorganizethepro-
grans for the bi -nonthly neetings. Thi s shoul d be
fairlyessy. Theorgan zi ng conmtteewas ad eto cone

up w th enough i deas and contacts to get us through
thefirst yeer o neetings, soth scomitteg sjabishd f
done. Theother part of thecomttee sworkwll be
devel opingand staffingvd uteer opportunities. They
w || beresponsi bl e for devel opi ng newpr ograns and
findingvol unteerstohel pinplenent them Buit, be-
foreyourunandhide, thereare al ready pl enty of
peopl e | ooki ng for hel p w t h gardeni ng proj ects and
lotsof ideasfar ahers. Theyincl ude schod gardening
prograns, proj ects in nursing hones
andcarefacilities, Mster Grdening
tabesa various everts|ikethe Guty
Fair, RecanFestival and Frescott Farm
ers Mrket. The conmtteewon't be
startingframscratch

The nomnati ng conmtteewl | be
responsibefor find ngind vidud sin
terestedinrumingfor theassoci aion
dfies

Last, we need sone val unteers for
thesocial coomttee. This conmttee
wll hand erefreshnents for the neet-
insadagaizeaher soaid attivities.

The or gani zi ng conmtt ee | ooks
to nake t he Associ ati onan opportunity
for advanced trai ni ng—a Mast er Gar dener requi re-
nent—-andacl eari nghousefor va uteer prg ects. \o -
unteeringis anather requi renent of the organi zation.
It isasoavay far ustoget toknowone anather.

Oethingweaenat gangtobeisafundrai sing
organization. Wkilevwewl!| beaskingfor donationsto
cover thecosts of refreshnents, thereisnothingin
placetohand elarge quantities of noney. Thi s was
done so we woul d f ocus on our core missi on of educa-
tionandvd unteering. Ve cannot forget that the Ms-
ter Gardener programvas desi gned t o be an out reach
programt o t he conmuni ty and we need t o get better
dit.

@Gttingthis organi zati onup and runni ng has al -
ready beenwork , but thereis noreto be done. That
ol d sayi hg about nany hands | ighteningtheloadis
verytrueinthiscase. Wenwetookthe Mster G-
dener cl ass we nade a coomtnent tovol unteer. This
isanopportunitytobegindoingthat. Bethereor be
sqere!
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November Cdlendar

Continue to plant spring bulbs. Dig up glads
and dahlias in higher elevations (above 5000 feet,)
as they are sensitive to the cold.

Don’t let any late-blooming weeds get away
from you. The seeds from just one plant can cre-
ate an entire forest of weeds next season. Just be-
cause it’s cooling off doesn’t mean it’s time to stop
weed control.

If you haven’t already, take in any
houseplants that you put outside for the summer.
If there hasn’t already been freezing temperatures

in October, they certainly will come in Novem-
ber.

Mulch shrubs, perennials and trees, especially
in the colder areas. Even in lower elevations
mulch will help your plants survive unexpected
cold weather and help retain moisture. Winter
can be very dry.

Prune grapes and summer-flowering berries.

Don’t forget to keep watering trees and
shrubs through the winter.

There is still time to plant wildflowers.

Clean up your garden. Remove dead leaves,
stems and flowers. This will help keep some in-
sects at bay come spring. Many pests overwinter
in the litter that accumulates in the summer.

This is a good time to install a drip system.

The number two killer of trees is improper
pruning. If you are not sure how to prune your
trees, now is a good time to learn. Do not top your
trees or use any other excessive pruning tech-
nique!!! This type of pruning reduces the life of
the tree. If you are not sure how to prune, contact
the Extension office for more information.
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The "Arizona Master Gardener Manual" is now
on-line. Check out

http://ag.arizona.edu/pubs/garden/mg/

NOTE FROM THE EDIT OR:

Let me know about your gaden, the types of
seeds you planted, interesting articles you
found-anything of gardening interest. Send to:
Nora Graf

P.O. Box 3652

Camp Verde, AZ 86322

Jeff Schalau

County Director,

Yavapai CountyExtension Agent,
Agriculture & Natural Resources

Cottonwood:
2657 Village Dr.
Cottonwood, AZ 86326

Prescott:

P.O. Box 388
Prescott, AZ 86302
(520)445-6597 (520)646-9113

FAX: (520) 445-6593 FAX: (520) 646-9108

E-Mail: jschalau@ag.arizona.edu

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8
and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department
of Agriculture, James A. Christenson, Director, Cooperative
Extension, College of Agriculture, the University of Arizona and
Arizona Counties cooperating, The University of Arizona College
of Agriculture is an equal opportunity employer authorized to
provide research, educational information and other services only
to individuals and institutions that function without regard to sex,
race, religion, color, national origin, age, Vietnam Era Veteran's
status, or disability. The information given herein is supplied with
the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no
endorsement by Cooperative Extension is implied. Any products,
services, or organizations that are mentioned, shown, or indirectly
implied in this publication do not imply endorsement by the
University of Arizona.
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