
Welcome to the online training portion for the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines. 
This training is brought to you by The Arizona Agricultural Literacy Program, a 
program of The University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
Cooperative Extension.
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The following is a supplementary video to the School Garden Food Safety training 
videos. It provides more detailed information related to the certification process 
offered by ADHS.
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This video will explain the steps associated with ensuring water safety and the 
associated documents that you will need to prepare and submit to ADHS for 
certification.
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Ensuring high water quality is essential to the health and safety of those who enjoy 
your school garden’s produce. For more details regarding the School Garden Food 
Safety Guidelines related to water safety, please review the five-minute training 
video, Maintenance and Growing for Water.

Since municipal water is tested by the local water provider, you are only required to 
obtain documentation of these test results. You can usually find these on the local 
water provider’s website.

Well and surface water, such as lakes, streams, or canals, require testing coordinated 
by the Garden Manager through a water testing laboratory. A non-comprehensive list 
of water testing laboratories can be found on The University of Arizona’s website 
under web resources.
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Even though the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines recommend that harvested 
rainwater should only be used on non-edible plants, ADHS will certify a school garden 
that uses harvested rainwater. There are certain conditions that must be in place for 
certification along with an SOP and Attestation that are submitted to ADHS. These 
conditions and the two documents are the focus of this video.

The Good Water Harvesting Guidelines were developed by Tucson’s Community Food 
Bank of Southern Arizona as a guide to minimize the growth of harmful 
microorganisms to provide clean and safe water. ADHS uses these guidelines as a 
standard of approved rainwater harvesting systems. The Good Water Harvesting 
Guidelines can be found on The University of Arizona’s website under web resources.
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ADHS has determined that a school garden that meets the Good Water Harvesting 
Guidelines, as evidenced through documentation, can use this water directly on 
edible plants and still become a certified garden. ADHS does not require this water to 
be tested.

For those schools that want to use harvested rainwater but fail to meet the Good 
Water Harvesting Guidelines, ADHS has determined that the garden can still be 
certified if the water is directly applied to the soil. This watering technique reduces 
the direct contact between the water and the edible portion of above-ground crops 
in the garden, such that the Environmental Protection Agency considers it a low risk 
practice as far as rainwater is concerned.

If water from a poorly designed or maintained system is to be applied directly to the 
plant through spray irrigation, foliar applications, or hand watering, then this water 
must be tested. The test results must yield less than 126 colony forming units of 
generic E. coli per 100 milliliters and 10 milligrams of lead per liter in order for the 
garden to be certified.
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If you use harvested rainwater and you want to have your garden certified by ADHS, 
then you need to prepare two additional documents. The first is an SOP for your 
rainwater harvesting system, and the second is an attestation.

5



SOPs are the specific procedures for accomplishing a policy. The SOP for your 
rainwater harvesting system must explain how you will minimize microbial 
contamination and reduce the health risks associated with harvested rainwater.

ADHS has created an SOP template that can be used for your school garden. We will 
review this document on the next two slides.
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This slide reviews the first section of the Harvested Rainwater SOP provided by ADHS. 
All other sections follow this same format. This five-page document was an available 
resource on their website at the time of this video production. Although ADHS may 
change their documents, The University of Arizona’s website will always have the 
most current version of documents offered by ADHS.

The information in yellow denotes the need for you to include your own information.

The red section provides directions for completing this document.

The italicized information in green is an example provided by ADHS. These examples 
include information related to the section headings. For instance, this particular 
example explains the purpose of SOPs for the rainwater harvesting system.
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This slide reviews the final section of the Harvested Rainwater SOP provided by 
ADHS. 

Again, the information in yellow denotes the need for you to include your own 
information.

The information in green identifies the documents that may be included to support 
the SOP.
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The second of the two additional documents required by ADHS is an attestation. This 
attestation is a written confirmation that your school garden’s Harvested Rainwater 
SOP is genuine and in good faith.

Although the attestation form references a signature by the principal or a school 
representative, it is strongly recommended that the Garden Manager coordinate with 
the school district’s risk management division to determine who should legally sign 
the attestation.

9



This slide reviews the Harvested Rainwater Attestation Form provided by ADHS. It has 
been condensed to emphasize those parts you are required to complete. This 
document was an available resource on their website at the time of this video 
production. Although ADHS may change their documents, The University of Arizona’s 
website will always have the most current version of documents offered by ADHS.

The information in yellow denotes the need for you to include your own information.

The information in green identifies the documents that are to be submitted along 
with the attestation.

The information in red emphasizes the signer’s understanding of what she or he 
affirms to be true.
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Remember, these trainings are an optional resource to help you understand how to 
have your school garden certified and for its produce to be served in the school 
cafeteria. Although a certificate is not required for students to eat the garden’s 
produce in the classroom or directly from the garden, following the principles 
outlined in the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines is strongly encouraged for all 
gardens to reduce health risks.

If you feel that your garden is ready to be certified you can contact Kathryn 
Mathewson at ADHS.
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To begin the certification process, reference the provided information.
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All resources, documents, and forms referenced in these trainings can be accessed at 
The University of Arizona’s website.
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Questions regarding this training can be directed to the shown email address.
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