
Welcome to the online training portion for the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines. 
This training is brought to you by The Arizona Agricultural Literacy Program, a 
program of The University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
Cooperative Extension.
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The following is a supplementary video to the School Garden Food Safety training 
videos. It provides more detailed information related to the certification process 
offered by ADHS.
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This brief video will review topics associated with establishing your garden while 
giving emphasis to the development of a garden map required by ADHS for 
certification.
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As discussed in the four-minute training video, Land History & Garden Location, it’s 
essential to determine which way water will flow when considering where to place 
your garden. Sometimes it’s easy to see what area of ground is higher than others. If 
the area is relatively flat, then it may be necessary to flood the area from different 
directions to determine where low-lying, poorly drained areas are and avoid that 
location for the garden.

Understanding the direction of run-off will help you position the garden uphill from 
potential contamination sources such as compost, school animals, garbage 
containers, septic systems, in-ground storage tanks, and water runoff from 
playgrounds, roofs, walkways, and parking areas. You’ll also want to position your 
garden in an area that won’t be subjected to any kind of chemical application such as 
weed control in a nearby playground or pest control around school buildings.
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ADHS requires the inclusion of a garden map when submitting two forms. One is the 
soil-sample lead test, and the other is the Site Visit Request for Certification.

Your garden map can be a simple sketch that includes fencing, walkways, parking lots, 
buildings, storage units, garden beds, the location of your water source, and the slope 
of the ground. The map does not have to be drawn to scale but is to include 
dimensions, if possible.

The maps in the next few slides were submitted to ADHS by schools and are 
considered representative samples of the kind of map detail ADHS expects.
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Remember, these trainings are an optional resource to help you understand how to 
have your school garden certified and for its produce to be served in the school 
cafeteria. Although a certificate is not required for students to eat the garden’s 
produce in the classroom or directly from the garden, following the principles 
outlined in the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines is strongly encouraged for all 
gardens to reduce health risks.

If you feel that your garden is ready to be certified you can contact Kathryn 
Mathewson at ADHS.
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To begin the certification process, reference the provided information.

2



All resources, documents, and forms referenced in these trainings can be accessed at 
The University of Arizona’s website.
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Questions regarding this training can be directed to the shown email address.
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