
Welcome to the online training portion for the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines. 
This training is brought to you by The Arizona Agricultural Literacy Program, a 
program of The University of Arizona College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
Cooperative Extension.
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This segment of the training will discuss acceptable actions to reduce weeds and 
animals from invading your garden and how to keep it secure.
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Use organic methods to minimize or alleviate pests such as insects, weeds, animals, 
and fungi. These methods include traps, mechanical controls, crop selection, and 
non-synthetic chemicals and biological controls. 

Hand-pulling weeds is an acceptable method for weeding your garden, but there are 
tools and other weeding implements that can be used to make the job easier. Mulch 
is something that you can apply to the top soil which not only minimizes weeds, but 
also helps retain moisture and preserve soil temperature.
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Measures must be taken to exclude animals, wild or domestic, from the garden area. 
Physical barriers, like fencing, are most effective, but may not be practical.

Many deterrent systems to limit animal access can be found online, such as sound 
devices and scare balloons. Some homemade deterrents include hanging reflective 
material, such as metallic tape, CDs, or tassels.

It may take a combination of solutions to fully deter any animal, wild or domestic.
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Take reasonable measures to prevent unauthorized access into the garden area. 
Fencing the perimeter of the garden is ideal but may not be practical. Posting no 
trespassing signs near the garden is acceptable.

Unauthorized visitors to the garden are likely unaware of your food safety plan. They 
may inadvertently contaminate the garden in a number of ways. Common examples 
may include tracking something in on their shoes, spitting, or failing to follow proper 
hygiene and hand washing procedures, thus causing a food safety issue.

Extend the school’s normal security measures to include the garden, such as using a 
sign-in sheet.
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The Garden Manager is responsible for documenting all deterrent efforts.

Regular patrolling of the garden is required, looking for evidences of animal presence 
and contamination.

When it is suspected that an animal has invaded the garden, the sighting must be 
documented, along with the removal of any contaminates, in addition to the 
documentation of newly introduced or improved deterrents.
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This is the provided Animal-Pest Deterrent Log. It, along with…
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…this Animal Presence Log, is available on The University of Arizona’s website under 
documents.
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Remember, these trainings are an optional resource to help you understand how to 
have your school garden certified and for its produce to be served in the school 
cafeteria. Although a certificate is not required for students to eat the garden’s 
produce in the classroom or directly from the garden, following the principles 
outlined in the School Garden Food Safety Guidelines is strongly encouraged for all 
gardens to reduce health risks.

If you feel that your garden is ready to be certified you can contact Kathryn 
Mathewson at ADHS.
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To begin the certification process, reference the provided information.
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All resources, documents, and forms referenced in these trainings can be accessed at 
The University of Arizona’s website.
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Questions regarding this training can be directed to the shown email address.
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