
 
 
 

October Gardening Tips 
 

1. Fall has arrived and what a better time to correct any soil 
deficiencies you have noticed. Healthy soil is crucial to healthy plants. 
Why not start a compost bin.  Pallets, chicken wire, old boards, or any 
type of wire can be used to make a three sided bin. Gather up those 
leaves, clippings, left over summer garden vines and household 
scraps and compost them. Add a little nitrogen, water and soil sulfur, 
stir and water monthly, and by spring you will have some rich soil.  
 
Or, if you have raised beds or containers remove the top four or five 
inches and during the winter add all the organic waste from your 
kitchen.   Why should the garbage disposal be the receptacle of all 
the nutrients that are good for your soil? 
 
2. If you have unripe tomatoes still on the vine and frost arrives, pull 
out the vine by the roots and hang them upside down in a cool dark 
place. They will ripen. Now that you have an un-used tomato cage 
use it to protect other perennials.  Simply put the cage over your plant 
and cover with a burlap bag. 
 
3. This is a great time to plant trees and shrubs.  The cooler 
temperature allows them to establish strong root systems before the 
summer heat arrives. 
 
4. Check conifers (sometimes incorrectly referred to as evergreens or 
pines) for tip damage on new growth.  If the tips have been mutilated 
by borers or otherwise damaged, remove them and establish a new 
leader by forcing a new side shoot. 
 
Linda L Reddick 
Kingman Area Master Gardener 



Free workshop: October 18, 2008, 9:45 to Noon, Cooperative 
Extension office, 101 E. Beal St, Kingman. Call for reservations 928-
753-3788 
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